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School Health Services

PIN WORM

A case of pinworms has been reported in your child’s classroom. Pin worms are intestinal parasites and are contagious. Since the main mode of transmission is direct transfer by the hands from the anus to the mouth, it is very important that you reinforce hand-washing with your children. If they evidence any itching around the anus, disturbed sleep, or irritability, please check them for pin worms and keep them home until they are treated. Other information follows.

OCCURRENCE

Pinworm disease affects all socioeconomic classes worldwide, but prevalence is highest in school-age children.

TRANSMISSION

Direct transfer of infective eggs by the hands from the anus to the mouth is most common. Animals do not carry this worm. Indirect transfer is through bedding, clothing, food, or other articles contaminated with the eggs. Infection can be carried through the dust in a heavily contaminated household.

INCUBATION PERIOD

The time from exposure to the onset of symptoms can be from one to two months or longer.

COMMUNICABILITY

As long as the females are discharging eggs, the disease can be spread; that is, about 2 weeks.

TREATMENT

Medications are available for treatment. Bed linens and underwear of infected persons should be changed daily and washed in hot water. Care should be taken to handle these articles so that the eggs are not dispersed into the air. Sleeping quarters and living areas should be vacuumed daily for several days after treatment is completed. Other members of the family should be examined for the disease.

Please report any communicable disease to the school so that appropriate preventive measures may be taken. If you have questions, please call contact me at 587-8129, Mrs. Petryk at 587-8139 (GIS Clinic), GMS clinic at 587-8104, x 4004 or Mrs. Varrasso at 587-8105, x 5129 (GHS Clinic). Thank you for your help in this matter.
Sincerely, 

Gina Burdick, MSN, RN, LSN 

740-587-8129

gburdick@granvilleschools.org
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