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School Health Services

Staph (staphylococcus aureus) Skin Infection 

There has been a reported case of staph infection in your child’s classroom. Staph is a highly infectious skin lesion that looks red, raised and contains pus that makes the lesions look like blisters, a spider bite, boil, abscess or pimple. It can also have redness, swelling, warmness or tenderness. Itching is common. 

It is important to keep your child out of school if you suspect a staph infection until he/she has been seen by a physician. If the diagnosis is staph infection, please keep the child home until he/she has been on an antibiotic for 24 hours. Other information follows.

METHOD OF TRANSMISSION
Direct contact with draining sores spreads the condition.  Hands soiled with drainage from lesions contaminate other items, leading to indirect spread of this condition. It is important to keep any open sores or those with drainage covered with a clean dry bandage. They must be covered at school. 

INCUBATION
It takes 2-10 days and occasionally longer, from the time of exposure until the lesions develop.

COMMUNICABLE PERIOD
The disease is communicable as long as the drainage is present.

PRECAUTIONS
· Practicing good hygiene (e.g., keeping their hands clean by washing with soap and water or using alcohol-based hand rubs, and showering after games and practices);
· Using barriers (e.g., clothing or towels) between skin and shared equipment;
· If they have open wounds, NOT using whirlpools, hydrotherapy pools, cold tubs, swimming pools and other common tubs;

· Wiping surfaces of equipment before and after use; and
If your child develops a staph infection, please let the school know so that prevention measures can be taken. If you have questions, please call contact me at 587-8129, Mrs. Petryk at 587-8139 (GIS Clinic), GMS clinic at 587-8104, x 4004 or Mrs. Varrasso at 587-8105, x 5129 (GHS Clinic). Thank you for your help in this matter.
Sincerely, 

Gina Burdick, MSN, RN, LSN 

740-587-8129
gburdick@granvilleschools.org
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